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Part 1A: Stocking Rate and Management Recommendations 

The Blue Sky ranch in Twin Falls leases 1,125 acres of private land (Miller Pasture and Roundy Pasture) 

near Jerome, ID.  This land is next to a county road that leads to a popular mountain bike trail just north 

of the Miller Pasture.  In 2018, a human caused fire burned into the private pastures, as well as burned 

all of the State Land east of the county road.  The Idaho Department of Lands seeded the burned area 

following the fire. The pasture on the State Land will be rested until 2020.   The burned area on the 

private land will be grazed according to the grazing lease described below.   

The Blue Sky ranch is a sheep operation and runs 400 head with an average size of 200 lbs (0.2 AUE).  

The pastures are grazed from October 15-December 15 (61 days) to target the invaded burned areas, 

and then from June 1-August 31 (92 days).  There are also about 40 pronghorns (average size 200 lbs; 

0.2 AUE) that graze the pasture year round (365 days).  The leasees have noticed that Leafy Spurge is 

starting to invade the northwest corner of the Miller Pasture.       

 

 

 

 



Part 1—Stocking Rate and Management Recommendations 

Supply of usable forage = ____303,200___________ pounds AND ________404_____________ AUMs 

Forage demand = _______379,000____________ pounds AND _________505___________ AUMs 

 

Determine if the stocking rate is appropriate for the site.  You must show your work in order to get full 

credit.   

___X__ Decrease Stocking Rate _____ Increase Stocking Rate _____ Keep Rate the Same 

 

Supply of Usable Forage (264,000 + 39,200 = 303,200 lbs) 

 Silt Loam: 

300 acres + 580 acres = 880 acres X 600 lbs/acre X 50% proper utilization = 264,000 lbs 

 Silt Loam (Burned) 

125 acres + 120 acres = 245 acres X 200 lbs/acre X 80% proper utilization = 39,200 lbs 

Supply AUMs: 

 303,200 lbs/750 lbs = 404.3 AUMs 

Forage Demand (sheep 306,000 lbs + pronghorn 73,000 lbs = 379,000 lbs) 

Sheep: 

 Days grazed: 61 days + 92 days = 153 days 

 400 sheep X 200 lbs average weight X 2.5% X 153 days = 306,000 lbs 

 306,000 lbs/750 lbs = 408 AUMs 

OR 

 0.2 AUE X 5 months X 400 sheep = 400 AUMs; 400 AUMs X 750 lbs = 300,000 lbs 

Pronghorn: 

 40 pronghorns X 200 lbs average weight X 2.5% X 365 days = 73,000 lbs. 

 73,000 lbs/750 lbs = 97.3 AUMs 

OR 

 0.2 AUE X 12 months X 40 pronghorn = 96 AUMs; 96 AUMs X 750 lbs = 72,000 lbs 

Demand AUMs: 

 379,000 lbs/750 lbs = 505.3 AUMs 


