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Part 5: Grazing Management Scenario, 2018 Idaho State Rangeland Assessment CDE 

The Sage Ranch located in Owyhee County was originally homesteaded in 1863 and covers 2,400 acres of rangeland.  

The ranch is split into 4 pastures (see Map), however, the South Pasture is primarily sagebrush with little forage and is 

not currently being grazed.  The North Pasture was burned in a wildfire three years ago and is being invaded by 

cheatgrass.  The Sage Ranch has increased the proper utilization to reduce invasion and minimize fire risk in the North 

Pasture.   

 The ranch is a commercial Angus cow/calf operation.  The Sage Ranch runs 180 head with an average size of 900 pounds 

(0.9 AUE).  On the three pastures being grazed, a deferred rotational grazing system is followed so that a pasture is not 

grazed the same time in consecutive years.  The pastures are grazed under a moderate intensity for 6 months (184 days) 

of the year (May 1 through October 31) and then sold to a feedlot to finish.   The owners of Sage Ranch have noticed 

that the upper portion of the West Pasture looks underutilized.    

 

 

 

 



Part 5—Stocking Rate and Management Recommendations 

Supply of usable forage = ___633,400_______________ pounds AND ___844.5___________ AUMs 

Forage demand = ______745,200______________ pounds AND _____993.6__________ AUMs 

If Forage demand was calculated using AUE:  Forage demand = 729,000 pounds AND 972 AUMs 

Determine if the stocking rate is appropriate for the site.  You must show your work in order to get full credit.   

__X__ Decrease Stocking Rate ____ Increase Stocking Rate ____ Keep Rate the Same 

 

Supply of Usable Forage: (633,400 lbs) 

 Silt Loam Site:  

480 acres + 300 acres = 780 acres X 800 lbs/acre X 30% proper utilization = 187,200 lbs 

 Silt Loam Site (Burned) 

480 acres X 400 lbs/acre X 80% proper utilization = 153,600 lbs 

 Deep Loam Site 

720 acres + 50 acres = 770 acres X 950 lbs/acre X 40% proper utilization = 292,600 lbs 

 Rocky Silt Loam Site not currently grazed 

Supply AUMs: 

 633,400 lbs/750 lbs = 844.5 AUMs 

Forage Demand: (745,200 lbs) 

 180 cows X 900 lbs average weight X 2.5% X 184 days = 745,200 lbs demand 

 

OR 

 0.9 AUE X 6 months X 180 cows = 972 AUMs;  972 AUMs X 750 lbs = 729,000 lbs 

Demand AUMs: 

 745,200 lbs/750 lbs = 993.6 AUMs 

 

Choose the correct management activities that apply to improve the site.   

Yes  |  No 
X   Defer from spring grazing 

   X   Rest from grazing for a growing season 
 X    Install a rotation grazing system 
X       Add or revise fencing 
X       Develop additional water sites  
X       Control brush/trees and/or noxious weeds 
X       Seed or interseed with adapted species 
 X    Reduce human recreation activities on site 
 X    Manage for endangered species 
X          Change salt locations 


